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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: Meeting with Dr. Victor F. GoytU, former Pm&w'W an 

Presidential Candidate and Dr. Francisco Aguirre 
(Nicaragua), Co-Publisher of Diario La* Americas e «. 

8 September I960 


On recommendation of Mr. Dooher of U3IA, Dr. Goytia call* c 
on me to inform me of the situation in Panama. He wae aceerapanie i 
by Dr. Francieco Aguirre, who acted as interpreter. Dr. Goytia he* 
held the portfolios of Minister of Education and Foreign Minister la 
Panama aa well as being an unsuccessful Presidential candidate dv.r ng 
the last election*. He speaks English haltingly and appears tc be a ie~ 
voted patriot a* well as a strong proponent of democracy. Hia rect it 
visit was his first visit to the United States. When asked why hs ha 
not visited the United States before now he stated that he had had 
opportunities but he always had some doubts as to whether he would re 
warmly welcomed. 

Dr. Francisco Aguirre is Co-Publisher of Diario Las Americas 
which is published in Miami and distributed throughout various area of 
Latin America. It is reported that eome quantities of this aewspape r a 3 
itill being distributed in Cuba. It is pro-American in policy and pel ots 
certain important articles in both Spanieh and English. Dr. Aguirr is 
an exile from Nicaragua, p recently residing in Washington. He wae 
trained by Marines during their occupation in Nicaragua and became the 
Commandant of the Guardi a Presidencial during the term of office a 
President Argueiio. He was exiled from Nicaragua as a result of ti 2 
coup d'etat against President Argueiio. 


Dr. Goytia* s first statement wan: "I am very happy to iiad t ariiv 
my visit that the people whom I have talked to in Washington are cle-aer l 
the Panamanians and understand than better than the Americans in he 
Canal Zone". He then stated that he had been talking to various pec >ie 
in the Washington area in an effort to have our government realise t te sen 
State of the situation in Panama today. He said that he came to mi o ti- 
me that the situation was going from 1 bad to were*' . Ho made the 3II0 
ing statements during the one and one - half hour discussion. 


OSD review 
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(fli) The Cuban Embuty in Puenui hu 32 witomobtlai witlj 
diplomatic tag* which go about the country passing out Comm uniat 
and unti- American propaganda. Theae 32 care carry agent* who u »ke 
personal contact* with individual* mainly in the lower classed, partic- 
ularly in poverty stricken area*. 

(b) The Cuban government is spending a lot of money subsS-Ui* % 
this organisation. 

{c) The leading Castro agent in Panama i* a young medical 
doctor. Dr. Francisco gamaniego, who operates from Veaesuela b t i# 
supported by ths Cuban Embassy, 

(d) At the present time there are three Communist schools m 
Panama conducted with Cuban financial support. One is in Paname City 
another is in Santiago and the third is in Davila ? (David). 

(e) That the majority of the public media in Panama is under 
Communist domination, mainly by the Cubans; that their entire pregra 
there is orisnted against the United States and all news and inforrunUof- 
made available to the masses of psopie in Panama is strongly biased 
against United States interests. 

(f) That all but a few small Panamanian radio stations are •*- 
ceiving money from Cubs and that Soviet propaganda is also getting to 
the people through these various medi a in spite of all U. S. efforts. 

(g) That Castro is an agent of both the USSR and the w hine t 
Communists and receives benefits from both at the eane time. 

(h) That the Chinese Communists in and throughout Latin 
America have special interests and special influence because of th 
existence of many Chinese centers throughout these countries. - rth* . 
more, that manufactured goods from C hin a are introduced widely 
outsell American products. Chinese products undersell American pro- 
ducts. Further, in the eyes of Latin Americans, there is but one Zhai 
and this is Communist China. 

(i) Thst Latin Americans cannot undsrstand that there is a 
Nationalist China because China has always been on the mainland 1 1 
Asia, not the Island of Formosa. The Latin* still think that Form »»a 
is Formosa, not Nationalist China. 
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(j) Th*t Dr. Saxnaniego distribute* medicine and provide* r-eci 
care throughout rural area, and that although he la an unknown pai.tica 
figure at the present time, he will probably eoon become the Coins turn * 
leader in Panama. 

(k) That the major newspaper, in Panama, El Dia, Critics sue 
La Hora, are all .ub.idieed by Caetro'. agents and they have »uc< tdt 
in controlling the two largest newspapers, the La Panama and US *tr#i 
by coercion. 

_ , '^ h * t ^’Estrslia. publishes an English language edition is. the 

Canal Zone for Americans and that editorials contained in the English 
language edition are always different from the Spanish language edbnox 
which is published for Panamanian consumption. Communist pro pa gam 
does not, as a rule, appear in the English language edition. 

(m) The Russians and Chinese, mainly through the efforts i 
Castro, have the ears of the people of Panama. As long as this sh uatt 
exists, all efforts of the U.S. will he to no avail. 

l n } Chinese immigration is bscoming a ssrious probie n. 

The immigration laws were relaxed about ten years ago and the nut ,be- 
of Chinese entering the country has increassd to a stage of octenti* 
danger to the country not only from the political and ideological vievpo.; 
but from the economic viewpoint. 

<o) That the Chinese Communist threat to Latin America is mo- 
serious than a penetration of the Soviet Union because there are §0* } L * 
Americans in Communist China who will be more effective when the y 

turn than the number of Latin Americans who visit and study in the iovi: 
Union. 


(p) That relationships between Panama and the U.S. »re wo-se 
^an they appear to be on the surface. Up to now, relationships bet vest 
Panama and the U. S. have been carried on by Panama and the U.S. by 
improvisation of policy which has been more or less directed by he* d* 
lines. Further that U.S. policy with Panama has not been guided a*, 
realities. 


(q) They stated that there are two ministries of Foreign Affairs 
one the U.S. State Department and the other, the Panama Foreign C'ikc- 
Between these two ministries, thers are discussions and agreement- bu 


- 3 - 


M 8 


T *, ? 


Approved For Release 2007/06/14 : CIA-RDP80B01676R000900050025-3 



Approved For Release 2007/06/14 : CIA-RDP80B01676R000900050025-3 

•• ; fi?? f if 

oehind each, one there in an invliible maaiei Tn 
th. ilUt.r*te people ^ „„ Ud by 

rl “* «P M.m. the gov.rL.et J ^** • * 

Pentagon L 

{*"} That treaties whi ch have been msda v _ . 

U.S. include statements euch a. ” IW ‘ m ‘ 

U. S. the folio wine etc tk ‘ P *® ama ' : * des OT concedes ta 
to inflame L p^.’L *?«*•» 

knees before the U. S. ' ^ >an<uria iK always t» 


^r© 

yy i 0 k 

?uie» 
u ul t! 

<3l 

ent 

IHi 

i.., 


« J ? 

1 1CH 


it 


with then tr “ Ue " * houl ‘‘ chang.4 to re«* 

With the U.S. or agrees to maintain withthe n «= f ~ , , 4 n ixais 

other word* the language of the treats . ^ Allowing, 

cooperation between the government* and OUid denot * *«*'* a 

terpretation that would indicate servi’*^ ” 1 : 

{t) That varieus treaties that the U.S has ^ „ 

*ign e dT *uc h ^ treaty. C ° ncftde becauae th* Spaniards would ae^t 

- «*- *otrn™.^“n* C ‘^ c'^T* T"' ^ ^ 

to maintain the sovereignty a rut the 4 * ^ acicai hl should be » red 

including the Canal Zone in cooobmH t! V/ ®* tara Heanihpfcer* 

the Armed Force* of Panama a mis*ir»° n “ n ® ^his would giw 

with a reason for being other than it* prewaf ** CuAr<ilft : ** cimn 
ment to suppress the people. X ° ** * tQo1 of th* e 9V« *■ - 

<v) Arrangements should be mad* ♦*, .u 
serve with the Army on a system of natm*.i ^ ***? pB ° l Lt tsf : "**~^*& 

maintaining the *»•*•- * 

receive training with American tr^us whe^L^® 0 ^ * hofeld 

to write, to eat properly and to understand Americ!^ il ' 3 

by cooperating with Americans ir ■ American* and democra y 

give them a status of equals and vvoui i erm *pber e defease. This m aia 

training for this mas* of illiterate peo|Sr^\re aec ®* rarv 

for Castro’s Communist agents. presently an easy prei 


T* 4 * 


— — 


It'll. 


Approved For Release 2007/06/14 : CIA-RDP80B01676R000900050025-3 



Approved For Release 2007/06/14 : CIA-RDP80B01676R000900050025-3 


(w) At the present time, the people of Panama have two sailer 
in Panama -- the Panama 'Wall Street crowd {the wealthy people who owt 
the majority of land and businesses) and the Guardia Nacional. The 
majority of the people consider these two * 'enemies' to be tools of ti i 
U. S. ; they are told this by Castro's Communist agsnts. 

Dr. Goytia gave a lurid description of the situation which he 
claimed existed in Panama subsequent to Pearl Harbor. He was Mir - 
iater of Education and Foreign Affairs during World War H. With tl i 
rapid and tremendous influx of American soldiers into Panama at that 
time, a very serious situation developsd concerning the actions of tl see 
troops and the many petty crimes that were committed by these your 
soldiers. He stated that he conferred with the American Ambus sach r 
and the Commanding General, General Brett, on many occasions to 
develop cooperative programs that would enhance the Americans in i re 
eyes of the Panamanian people and improve relationships between Us • 
population and American Servicemen. The various programs which 
were undertaken to improve these relationships turned out to be v*r 
profitable for both countries during the period ©f World War 11. These 
cooperative programs led to the training of Pana m a n ians to wcrk wit 1 
Americana, even participating as sky-watchers in the Hemispheric 
defense. 

At this point Dr. Goytia dramatically described the 4th of July 
celebration in front of the U.S. Embassy whers, for approximately . wo 
hours, the Panamanians cheered the American flag and the America t. 
Ambassador. He contrasted this situation with the events of last Hd.-eim 
bar when a group of Panamanians desecrated the American flag on a -mo* 
the same ground where the 1943 celebration had been held. D*. Gen at 
is fearful that so much ground has been lost, that tremendous effort; 
will have to be made to regain the prestige and relationship* that ha e 
existed in the past and should exist today between the peoples of the 1. S 
and Panama. He believes that there is much latent and mutual good will 
among the people of Panama for the U.S. and that it can he brought forth 
again by appropriate programs. 

When asked what could be done at the present time to ixnprov tins 
the situation, Dr. Goytia Stated that the paramount objective of the t’.s. 
in Panama, and in all Latin America, should be to combat the props ,am 
machinery which is now in the hands of the enemy. He rightly feels chat 
if this situation continues, disastrous results will follow. He point* ■ out 
also that American businessmen have been withdrawing advertising * u##- 
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to anti-Castro newspapers and have been giving their support to a#wu. 
papers supported by the Soviets and Cuban Communists, He feels t hat 
this support was withdrawn from the newspapers in an effort tc appease 
Castro in a move to protect American business interests in Cuba fro «. 
confiscation. 


Dr. Coytia also pointed out that the greatest need for the psag ie 
of Panama at this time is a democratic newspaper to challenge the 
pagan da of the enemy. He suggests the use of comic stripe ant othes 
means of approach to the illiterate masses of Panama and other Lati- 
American countries as being a very effective approach. He racomm^nd* 
that whatever news media ie used, it must reach the masses peool . 

Dr. Aguirre, the Co- Publisher of Das Americas, who acted ti 
interpreter during this conversation, stated that 30 major V.S. busmaas 
advertisers had withdrawn advertising from his newspaper because tt e 
paper is anti-Castro. 


Dr, Aguirre informed me that during the last presidential @ls tioi 
in Panama that expenditure* by candidates and votes for the three car h- 
datee were as follows: 


The President elect 
Other candidate 
Dr. Goytia 


$2, 700, 000 
$1,500,000 



i 10, 000 votes 
30, 000 votes 
55, 000 votes 



./' ■? 
~y 


CRAVES B. HR SKIN E ' ' 

General, USMC (Ret) 


IJ * 4 4 
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Office Memorandum • united stages government 


TO 


Mr. Allen Dulles, CIA 


FROM 


General G. B. Erskine, USMC 



DATE.-16 Sept, i960 


SUBJECT: Meeting with Dr. Victor F. Goytia and Dr. Francisco Aguirre 

on 8 September I960 


I believe that you will be interested in the attached Memorandm l for 
Record. 


Attach - 1 


Approved For Release 2007/06/14 : CIA-RDP80B01676R000900050025-3 






